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leader of the Voelkische movement he must take over the whole
heritage, and included in that heritage was a parliamentary party.
Strasser was reinforced by the chief hero of the Bavarian counter-
revolution, General von Epp, one of the few Right extremists
without a superfluity of personal ambition and on the whole a
gentleman. The participators, in spite of the furious resistance
of Strasser's chief personal enemy, a crippled little litterateur of
warped mind, tremendous energy, and unlimited talent for intrigue,,
Paul Josef Goebbels, carried the Leader with them not because
he was convinced of the rightness of their view, but because their
opponents at the moment seemed to be more dangerous to his
authority. As was the etiquette, the opposition gave way and the
National Socialist party for the first time appeared as a candidate
—the first step to becoming a mass-party for parliamentary
representation. Its first appearance was not impressive. Although
it had now received practically all the Voelkische fragments into
its bosom it polled only 8x0,000 votes (2-6 per cent),   nearly
100,000 less than the Voelkische had done on their day of disaster
in December 1924. In four years Right extremism had not
increased its power but had gone on losing it—it had even lost
heavily in its stronghold, Bavaria—a circumstance very heartening
to men of good will.
The figures may not have been a disillusion to Hitler; they
had to him the very satisfactory eifect of making the Strasser
wing distinctly more subdued, but he cannot but have contrasted
his feeble poll with the three million and over of his ostensible
enemies, the Communists. The official party of revolution had
not done so well as in the first election in 1924 when extremism
of any kind was in the ascendancy, but it had done much better
than in the second election of that year and the return to it of
the discontented was a disquieting sign. It indicated the beginning
of a feeling of unease, a revolt from optimism. There was one
other incident, a personal one. Stresemann on behalf of his party
invaded the Centrist stronghold of Bavaria. It was only a gesture,
the last echo of the unfortunate education bill. But it was not
from the Centrists that the opposition to invasion came. The
National Socialists organized a furious opposition to the man of

